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Pala Casino team members and the tribe participated in a
Haiti Relief campaign at the casino during the last two weeks
in January. Pala Band of Mission Indians Chairman Robert
Smith, Pala Casino Chief Executive Officer Bill Bembenek,
members of the Pala management team and a number of Pala
team members presented a check to Dr. Rick Hinrichs, the
emergency operations director for the American Red Cross San
Diego/Imperial Counties Chapter. The donation will be
utilized in the ongoing Haiti Relief effort.

Chairman Robert Smith, center, of the Pala
Band of Mission Indians and Bill Bembenek,
center right, Chief Excutive Officer of Pala
Casino Spa & Resort, present a check for
$11,000 to Dr. Rick Hinrichs, center left,
Director of Emergency Operations for the
American Red Cross San Diego/Imperial
Counties to benefit the Red Cross Haitian
Relief Fund, as Pala Casino management
and team members and tribal members
participate.

“The idea for a campaign to raise money for Haiti originated
with our team members. We didn’t just write one check. This
is the result of individual donations. We are proud today of our
team effort and I thank everyone who participated and made
a contribution,” Bembenek said.

Dr. Hinrichs said the Pala donation would immediately be
given to the Red Cross Fund for Haiti. “Pala is the first
Southern California casino to make a donation to our Haitian
relief efforts. We are very thankful,” he said. ¢
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